Italian Landscapes: 

A Comprehensive Tour of Italy from
 Ancient to Modern Times
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March 23-April 2, 2012

Friday March 23: Depart

Depart Denver on an overnight flight to Italy.
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Day 1 – March 24, Sat:

Arrive In Venice

Meet your English Speaking tour escort and driver. Board your deluxe motor coach and transfer to Venice Mestre for hotel accommodation, dinner and overnight.

Day 2 – March 25, Sun
VENICE

In the morning transfer to Venice by vaporetto ferry. Meet your guide for a classic morning tour to St. Mark’s square, the Basilica, the Duke Palace, the Bridge of Sighs, and the Ancient Prisons. In the afternoon take a Gondola ride and gently flow on the Venetian channels.  Have dinner in Venice and take a stroll in the city center. Then transfer back to the hotel in Mestre for overnight.
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Day 3 – March 26, Mon 
VENICE – FLORENCE

Breakfast at the hotel. In the morning take your coach down to the beautiful Tuscany region. Arrive in Florence, meet your guide and have a half-day sightseeing walking tour, including visit of the Cathedral, the Giottos’ Tower and Baptister.  Walk through Piazza della Signoria Square, the principal square of Florence, which is dominated by the Palazzo Vecchio and the city’s center for political power and social life.   It has a remarkable number of famous monuments and works of art including Bartolomeo Ammanati’s Fountain of Neptune, which is a masterpiece of marble sculpture at the terminus of a still functioning Roman aqueduct.  

Also visit the Santa Croce Basilica, originally a Franciscan foundation; it contains the monumental tombs of Galileo, Michelangelo, Machiavelli, Dante, and many other notables. Have dinner and spend the night in Florence

Day 4 – March 27, Tue: 

FLORENCE

Breakfast at the hotel. In the morning take a guided visit of the Uffizi Gallery with Botticelli’s masterpieces, and the Accademia dell'Arte del Disegno displaying the famous Michelangelo’s David.  In the evening take a local bus to the top of Florence to see the city lights and the David Statue built on top.
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Day 5 – March 28, Wed: FLORENCE – POMPEI– SORRENTO  

[image: image5.jpg]


Breakfast at the hotel. In the morning leave for Sorrento. Stop in Pompeii for an afternoon guided tour of the archaeological site.   Pompeii, along with Herculaneum, its sister city, was destroyed and completely buried during a catastrophic eruption of the Volcano Mount Vesuvius spanning two days on August 24, 79 AD, and it was lost for nearly 1700 years before its accidental rediscovery in 1748.  After the tour continue on to Sorrento.  Transfer to your hotel and have dinner.

DAY 6 – March 29, Thu: 
SORRENTO / exc. AMALFI COAST – CAPRI ISLAND

Breakfast at the hotel. In the morning have an unforgettable coach tour of the Amalfi Coast, stop in Positano and Amalfi. Drink the typical Italian Limoncello drink. Take a hydrofoil and reach Capri Island for an afternoon excursion. Take the hydrofoil from the island back to Sorrento. Have a fun pizza dinner in Sorrento. 
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DAY 7 – March 30, Fri:  SORRENTO – ROME

Breakfast at the hotel and leave for Rome. Arrive in Rome and meet your guide for an afternoon guided tour of the famous Renaissance squares many of which were built in the 17th century.  The principal squares are Piazza Navona, Piazza di Spagna, Campo de Fiori, Piazza Venezia, and Piazza della Minerva.   Rome Have dinner and take a coach bus tour of Rome by night.  

Day 8 – March 31, Sat: 


ROME
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Breakfast at the hotel. Take a full day guided visit of Rome.  In the morning visit the Vatican Museums and St. Peters’ Basilica.  In the afternoon visit the Borghese Gallery, an art gallery housed in the former Villa Borghese Pinciana.  The Galleria Borghese houses a substantial part of the Borghese collection of paintings, sculpture and antiquities.

Day 9 – April 1, Sun: 


ROME

Breakfast at the hotel. In the morning reach St. Peter’s to assist the Popes Angelus Blessing. Next take a guided tour of the Ancient Rome.  Start at the Coliseum, the largest amphitheatre ever built in the Roman Empire.  It was capable of seating 60, 000 spectators where they watched gladiatorial combats.    Next visit the Forums, the central area around which ancient Rome developed, and Palatine Hill, the centermost of the Seven Hills of Rome and one of the most ancient parts of the city.  It stands 40 meters above the Forum.  Have a typical dinner at the Trastevere Restaurant.

Day 10 – April 2, Mon: 

DEPART ROME

Price $2995** per student includes:    ($510 single room supplement, $100 extra per adult based on twin room)

· Round trip airfare – Denver-Venice Rome-Denver

· 10 day tour by deluxe motor coach from first day pick-up at the airport in Venice to the last day drop off at the airport in Rome, at full disposal of the group

· English speaking tour escort for the entire trip

· Vaporetto pass in Venice

· Hydrofoil ticket from Sorrento to Capri

· Hydrofoil ticket from Capri to Sorrento

· Transfer from the little harbour in Sorrento to the coach parking

· 9 nights accommodation in selected hotels, in multiple rooms with private bathrooms including breakfasts and dinners

· 2 nights in Venice  Mestre 

· 2 nights in Florence city  centre

· 2 nights in Rome  city centre  in Termini area

· 2 nights in Sorrento 

· English-speaking guided visits:

· Venice, 1 half day

· Florence, 1 half day

· Rome, 1 half day + 2 full day (with compulsory whispers)

· Pompeii, 1 half day at the archaeological site

· Amalfi Coast+Capri, 1 full day

· Pizza dinner in Sorrento

· Dinner in restaurant in Venice

· Typical dinner in Trastevere in Rome

Entrances:  Venice – Duke Palace

Florence – Uffizi Gallery; Accademia Gallery
 

Rome – Coliseum


 

Rome – Vatican Museums

 

Pompeii – Archaelogical site
 

Travel insurance including health, trip delays, and luggage loss/delays

Liability insurance

 **Airport taxes subject to increase

 **Price is based on 40 participants and 3 chaperones and will increase with less participation

A La Carte Travel (703) 281-1225 info@alacartetravel.com www.alacartetravel.com 


